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GET AN EDGE ON YOUR COMPETITORS!
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PPlleeaassee lleett uuss kknnooww!!
Contact us three weeks proir to your move date to ensure

timely delivery.

New Address:

Name:

Address:

City

State/Zip:

Phone:

Mail to:NATIONAL SPEED SPORT NEWS
PO Box 1210 • Harrisburg, NC 28075-1210

Use the NSSN Classifieds

to sell your old race cars

and racing parts...and

shop for new!

OUT
WITH

THE OLD, 
IN WITH

BROWNSBURG, IND.

Are all racers out there
tired of hearing about
the bad economy?

There’s no doubt the econo-
my is challenging right now.
Times like this make me wish
I was in the liquor business or
selling toilet paper, two indus-
tries not affected by the econo-
my. Reality is it’s here and we
must live with it until it turns
around. Listening to the news
will only depress us so let’s
just work hard to get to the
other side.

Racers are pretty creative
when times are tough. Let’s
explore a few ideas that will
keep the “average Joe” racing
during these challenging
times. I must showcase a cou-
ple of great race car mechan-
ics that won hundreds of
races on shoestring budgets —
Jack Steck and Karl Kinser. I
was fortunate to be around
both of these guys when I was
a kid in the 1970s.

Steck was the mechanic to
beat in USAC sprint cars, win-
ning many races and champi-
onships. Kinser was his coun-
terpart on the World of
Outlaw trail. These were the
premier sprint-car series and
the two guys winning the
most races did it with the
least amount of
money. They
were smart, tire-
less, creative and
had desire to
win.

They built
everything them-
selves; chassis,
engines and
even the trailers.
Neither had a
big budget and I
doubt they even
knew what the
word meant.

They would
massage on every engine part,
rebuild every component until
there was no life left in the
parts. The backyard engineer-
ing they put into chassis’s
they built was cutting edge
and they won, week in and
week out.

Kinser used to buy 400-inch
Chevy truck engines from
junkyards. He would refur-
bish the blocks, mag and turn
the cranks. Those engines had
“Pink” rods from the factory,
which weren’t too bad for rac-
ing. He would build about a
dozen short blocks and as they
wore out or the main webs
cracked, he would dress the
next one and keep winning
races.

In today’s racing world,
everyone is into throw away
and buy new. Many good com-
ponents are replaced with
new when they could be
rebuilt for pennies.

In many cases, rebuilt will
perform better. Take a rear
end for instance. With bearing
preload, seal drag and tight

back lash, a new unit can have
more parasitic drag than a
used one. Perfectly good,
worn-in bearings are thrown
away all the time because the
mechanic thinks new is the
right thing to do. Many times,
on numerous components, the
used bearings are perfectly
fine.

The point I’m trying to make
is that many parts are very re-
buildable and sometimes bet-
ter after being broken in. Look
at every component and think
about what is gained or lost by
rebuilding.

Bargain shopping is another
way to save. Today, dealers
and manufacturers are willing
to deal more than ever before.
“We want to make sales. Beat
us up.” Look for those “obso-
lete” parts that may only be
obsolete because of a minor
change that has no relation to

performance.
Maybe it’s some-
thing you can
modify to make
like the latest
spec.

Auctions are
great for bar-
gains. NSSN
usually has an
auction listed
every week. The
Dave Dayton
auction in Indy
every
Thanksgiving is

loaded with many brand new
parts that, with a little modifi-
cation, would be the latest
spec.

Trade shows, like the new
International Motorsports
Industry Show in Indy this
December, are a great place to
work out that special deal
with a manufacturer or dealer.

Don’t be afraid to ask compa-
nies to deal, and also inquire
on what they may want to
unload. A design change may
mean there are shelves full of
perfectly good stock for sale
cheap.

Keep in mind that talent
attracts money. The cream is
always at the top and chasing
that guy on top lures racers
into spending money. They
think that to compete, they
must spend as much money as
the guy winning. That isn’t
always the case. How many
times have you seen a good
driver get into second tier
equipment and win? Money
doesn’t always “buy” a win.

Ask Jack Steck or Karl
Kinser.

Rebuilding Parts Can Lead
To Big Savings For Racers
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